PROCLAMATION

AMERICA’S YOUNG HEROES CONTESTS AND PROGRAM

WHEREAS, teachers and students in the secondary schools of Palm Beach County have participated in the sixth annual Celebration of America’s Young Heroes contests and program to build character through literacy; and

WHEREAS, some teachers have included the contests in their lesson plans as writing prompts and preparation for FCAT exams; and 

WHEREAS, award winning essays, poetry and artwork have been published in the award winning America’s Young Heroes anthology, Book II; and

WHEREAS, a member of the National League of American Pen Women-Boca Raton Chapter purchased and donated copies of the America’s Young Heroes Journal-A Celebration to the Gateways Library Program for the Palm Beach Regional Juvenile Detention Center, the Branch’s on-going Outreach Project and founded by Kim Hale; and

WHEREAS, contest entries and hero lesson plans will be published in “Students Are Heroes, Too” as examples of heroic attributes to solve daily challenges with a positive attitude and positive solutions; and

WHEREAS, student reviews about the contests have been most positive:  “It is a great project;” “thanks for inspiring me;”  “I now realize that I shouldn’t take so much for granted and that I should think about other people and not be selfish;”  “I appreciate what other people have to offer;”  “(the)….contest has helped me to understand that heroes come in packages both big and small;”  “it actually helped me to see that it could be a baby or even me that could be a hero not just the big muscled, super powered people we see on TV;”  “this was a lot of fun and I’m so glad I get to be part of the ceremony”;  and

WHEREAS, teacher reviews about the contests have been heartwarming: “you are commended for your vision;”  “the students benefited greatly from this experience”;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the School Board of Palm Beach County recognizes the America’s Young Heroes Contests and Programs.

Done this twentieth day of April, two thousand five, in West Palm Beach, Florida
Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D., Superintendent

Mr. Tom Lynch, Chair

Mr. Bill Graham, Vice-Chair



Monroe Benaim, M.D.

Mrs. Paulette Burdick




Mr. Mark Hansen


Dr. Sandra Richmond




Debra Robinson, M.D.
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